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I was fortunate to be received in the very first year that the Lay Ministry 
Program began. This was in 1980. I was also the first candidate from Sacred 
Heart Parish in Regina. During these first two years we travelled to the 
Prairie Christian Training Centre near Echo Lake to attend our sessions one 
weekend a month. Once John Paul II was under way for the third year we 
then simply went to the J.P.II Centre. I very much appreciated the 
opportunity to enhance my previous learning about our Catholic Faith in this 
very new program. It was barely two decades since Vatican II took place; 
and over the years through numerous articles published in the Prairie 
Messenger and Sunday Visitor amongst others I was able to deepen my 
faith. Father Gorski some years earlier at Sacred Heart had given greatly of 
his love of the Scriptures. I was again able to take advantage of listening to 
his talks. Mr. Vincent Morrison, Sr. Adeline Boehm, Father Andrew Britz 
O.S.B. Father Tonny Dizy and Sr. Roberta Morrissey were a handful of other 
teachers and program facilitators. Incidentally Sr. Roberta Morrissey R.N.D.M 
had grown up in Sacred Heart. 
 
Taking advantage of praying the Divine Office was something I particularly 
appreciated. The fascinating way in which the psalms, varied Old Testament 
and New Testament readings and varied prayers and intercessions were 
organised was remarkable. Father John Walsh of the Archdiocese of Montreal 
was one of our teachers. He had authored a book entitled “The Church on 
Parade” He like all the other teachers loved us candidates; and out of this 
came a strong sense of being church. 
 
Eventually I was involved as an Extraordinary Minister of the Eucharist 
taking communion to people who were housebound. One of the other 
parishioners usually drove me and attended with me. I also presided at 
Wake Services attending to the various Funeral Homes. Having been a 
private duty nurse for many years; I found the Lay Ministry Program to be 
something that helped me build upon my previous experience and 
knowledge. It opened for me the opportunity to learn more about women in 
the scriptures and in the life of the church. When the Oblates were at Sacred 
Heart Parish, I appreciated the morning masses where we were invited to 
share our reflections during the time of the homily. Father Syl Lewans O.M.I 
was happy to hear my questions and comments; and not be put off by them. 
Weekly involvement in composing the Prayers of Petition along with a few 
others was an honour. I must say upon graduating I found that my Pastor 
Father Joe Balzer seemed out of touch as regards just as how to deal with 
Lay Ministers (so called). In that regard I felt like I was something of a 
pioneer. This brief sharing could be longer, but I hope that this helps to give 
you who read this a flavour of the program. I am grateful for the opportunity 
to contribute to this. 


